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Outstanding 2026 outcomes

 English - 38% achieve a grade 7+ 

 English - 76% achieved a grade 5+ 

 English - 86% achieve a grade 4+ 

 Maths – 4+ 80%, 5+ 62%, 7+ 18%

 Physics – 24% achieved a grade 9

 French – 29% achieved 7+

 Art – 41% received at 7+



You helped us achieve this…

Small but Mighty
From small beginnings come great things
Rooted in Zechariah 4:10

 Best GCSE outcomes in Bury

 Brilliant Ofsted report

 Great SIAMS report

 Strong personal 

development

 Significantly above national 

average reading ages in all 
year groups



How to revise

Bury CE High School Respect   |   Responsibility   |   Resilience 

Two ways of thinking:

 Focused mode – pay 
attention. When learning 
something new you need to 
be in focused mode.

 Diffuse mode – your brain is 
relaxed and free. Processes 
the information in the 
background. 



Procrastination is the enemy of 
high-quality learning.

Bury CE High School Respect   |   Responsibility   |   Resilience 

 Your brain actually feels pain when you keep putting something 

off so you need to get on with it.

 25 minutes work with no distractions followed by a 5 minute 

break and a reward – favourite song, chocolate. This is diffuse 

mode.

 Let your brain feel the reward to retrain it.



Pomodoro

Bury CE High School Respect   |   Responsibility   |   Resilience 

 Shut off all distractions.

 Set the timer for 25 minutes.

 Focus on the task.

 Reward yourself after 25 
minutes.



Active recall and spaced retrieval

Bury CE High School Respect   |   Responsibility   |   Resilience 

 You have to pull information from 
your brain.

 Don’t just read notes and fool 
yourself into thinking you know 
it.

 Space your learning out to give 
diffuse mode a chance to work in 
the background.

 Work on the things you don’t 
know.



Bury Church of England

Thank you – Let’s together 

make next year another 

record-breaking year!
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English Language and 

Literature



Language

Paper 1:

• Responding to fiction

• Writing a narrative or 

description

Paper 2:

• Responding to non-fiction

• Writing to argue

Equal weighting in both 

papers

1hr 45 minutes

50% reading skills

50% writing skills



What do grade 4s and 5s look like in Language?

Grade boundaries change

Just under half marks on both 

papers usually achieves a 4 (39)

Usually, 42 marks on each paper 

achieves a 5

If they can secure a 4, 
they can work hard 

enough to achieve a 5



Best place to gain marks

Paper 1 Question 5

Asked to write a response that will takes 45 
minutes

This is worth 25% of the final language grade 
and is worth 40 marks.

24 marks are the content of and 16 are for how 
accurately they write.

A choice of question:

Either description or story.



Best place to gain marks

Paper 2 Question 5



How they can revise and how you can help

✓ Pick a picture and practice 

planning questions – 5-

minute timer

✓ Using the format that is tried 

and tested – zoom out, 

zoom in, zoom out

✓ Practising proof reading

✓ Learning similes and 

metaphors that can be 

widely applied

✓ Practise using different 

sentence types

✓ Read for pleasure



How they can revise and how you can help

✓ Argue 

✓ Statistic on the spot

✓ Quiz them on their plan

✓ Practise questions

1. Should social media platforms have stricter age 
restrictions?

2. Should schools enforce gender-neutral uniforms?

3. Is homeschooling better than traditional schooling?

4. Should celebrities be considered role models?

5. Is it ever acceptable to break the law?

6. Should we have the right to erase our digital history?



Literature

Literature Paper 1

Macbeth [30 marks +4]

A Christmas Carol [30 

marks]

Literature Paper 2

An Inspector Calls [30 marks 

+4]

Poetry comparison [30 

marks]

Unseen poetry [24 marks +8]
60/160 = grade 4

75/160 = grade 5



Creating revision cards

‘I wear the chains I forged in 

life’

Jacob Marley 

Stave 1

Quote clearly displayed 
in the middle of one side 
of the card.

Who said it and when



Creating revision cards

• Marley takes responsibility for his actions

• Chains are metaphor for sins

• Repetition of ‘I’ shows this acceptance

• Links to the theme of redemption

• Links to the theme of supernatural

4-5 ideas about the 
quote bullet pointed in 
your own words

These should be on the 
opposite side to ensure 
you can test yourself/ 
someone can prompt/ 
test you



How do I revise?

• Marley takes responsibility for his actions

• Chains are metaphor for sins

• Repetition of ‘I’ shows this acceptance

• Links to the theme of redemption

• Links to the theme of supernatural

Read through

Turn it over and see 
what you can 
remember

Look back and see 
what you forgot

Then ask someone to 
test you

What can you remember?



Revision resources

• Core and expert 
knowledge in exercise 
books

• Youtube – Mr Salez Mr 
Everything English

• Tiktok

• PMT

• Save My Exams



ACT Revision Strategy

T
Test

A
Activate

C
Condense

Activate – Test yourself on the topic using the core knowledge 
questions then self-assess your answers.
• Which questions did you struggle with?
• Which topic do you need to revisit using revision resources?

Condense – Write concise notes on the topic you struggles with using 
revision resources. Make sure you restyle the information into bullet 
points, diagrams, flow charts or mind maps. Don’t just copy.

Test – Use the core knowledge questions again to check you have 
filled your gaps in knowledge. 



Chemistry 
Paper 1 topics

C1 Atomic structure and the 

periodic table

C2 Bonding, structure, and 

the properties of matter

C3 Quantitative Chemistry

C4 Chemical changes

C5 Energy changes

Paper 2 topics
C6 The rate and extent of 

chemical change

C7 Organic chemistry

C8 Chemical analysis

C9 Chemistry and the 

atmosphere

C10 Using resources

Physics 
Paper 1 topics

P1 Energy

P2 Electricity

P3 Particle model of 

matter

P4 Atomic structure

Paper 2 topics
P5 Forces

P6 Waves

P7 Magnetism and 

electromagnetism

P8 Space physics (triple)

AQA Science topics – Final 

exams

Biology 

Paper 1 topics
B1 Cell Biology

B2 Organisation

B3 Infection and response

B4 Bioenergetics

Paper 2 topics
B5 Homeostasis and 

response

B6 Inheritance, variation 

and evolution

B7 Ecology



Chemistry 

Paper 1 topics

C1 Atomic structure and the 

periodic table

C2 Bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter

C3 Quantitative Chemistry

C4 Chemical changes

C5 Energy changes

Physics 

Paper 1 topics

P1 Energy

P2 Electricity

P3 Particle model of matter

P4 Atomic structure

Science topics– November 

Mock

Biology 

Paper 1 topics

B1 Cell Biology

B2 Organisation

B3 Infection and response

B4 Bioenergetics



Core knowledge questions



Sparx Science



@Freesciencelessons



Past exam questions



Revision books


	Slide 1: PIE Night 2026
	Slide 2: A journey of rapid improvement
	Slide 3: Outstanding 2026 outcomes
	Slide 4: You helped us achieve this…
	Slide 5: How to revise
	Slide 6: Procrastination is the enemy of high-quality learning. 
	Slide 7: Pomodoro
	Slide 8: Active recall and spaced retrieval
	Slide 9: Bury Church of England
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: What do grade 4s and 5s look like in Language?
	Slide 20: Best place to gain marks
	Slide 21: Best place to gain marks
	Slide 22: How they can revise and how you can help
	Slide 23: How they can revise and how you can help
	Slide 24: Literature
	Slide 25: Creating revision cards
	Slide 26: Creating revision cards
	Slide 27: How do I revise?
	Slide 28: Revision resources
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33: Sparx Science
	Slide 34: @Freesciencelessons
	Slide 35: Past exam questions
	Slide 36: Revision books

